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Universal Periodic Review of the Democratic Republic of the Congo
29 April 2014

Intervention by the delegation of Estonia
Estonia warmly welcomes the delegation of the Democratic Republic of the Congo headed by (………………………..). 
Since the last UPR session, the Democratic Republic of the Congo has taken several steps to implement the previous recommendations. We commend the ratification of the OP-CAT (Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment) and invite the Government to fully implement all the provisions of the Protocol, including by providing necessary resources. 
Estonia positively notes the creation of the Protection Unit for Human Rights Defenders and the establishment of the National Human Rights and encourages the Government to urgently appoint members to this commission. 
Estonia welcomes the moratorium on executions in force and encourages the DRC to adopt the bill abolishing the death penalty.  We also welcome the creation 
Despite some steps taken (such as the Action Plan on Combating Sexual and Gender-Based Violence, the adoption of the Child Protection Code and the Plan of Action to Combat the Recruitment and Use of Children) the issue of violence against women and children, including sexual violence, as well as the protection of children’s rights are of great concern.  We invite the Government to commit to effective implementation of all the policies and plans in order to achieve the real improvement. 
Estonia would like to recommend: 
- to ensure the full enjoyment of freedom of expression and of the press by removing all the restrictions imposed, including by decriminalizing of defamation, in accordance with its obligations under ICCPR and its commitment taken during the previous review; 
- to fully align its national legislation with the Rome Statute, including by incorporating provisions to cooperate promptly and fully with the ICC (International Criminal Court) and to investigate and prosecute individuals found guilty of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes effectively before its national courts.
We wish the Democratic Republic of the Congo every success in this UPR and from this point onward in its work towards a better future.

Thank you!
